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2021 IMPACT
Dear Friends,

This Annual Report tells a story of resilience. The pandemic may have 
curtailed us from gathering in person, but it didn’t stop us from expanding 

our reach and impact. 

AWB’s beautiful Jewish Inclusive Pride Flag places our identity in the center. 
You cannot remove the star and still be inclusive! 

Our We Refuse to Choose campaign took this flag to Pride celebrations from coast 
to coast, with a message that we will not be forced into any closets because of our 

support for LGBTQ or Jewish rights, including Israel. 

More than 100 people participated in our Virtual Missions– and we didn’t stop there. We 
launched A Wider Lens – reaching huge audiences with discussions about films, books, 
and food all at the nexus of LGBTQ, Jewish, and Israeli culture. And 10,000 of you joined us 
for Virtual Tel Aviv Pride in June!  

The growing AWB network made its voice heard in 2021 when LGBTQ people faced hate 
including transphobia, when Jews faced violence, and when Israel was attacked from Gaza. 
Our alumni spoke out in social media, rallies, and op-eds. 

Throughout, we helped share the voices of LGBTQ Israelis – as they navigated the 
pandemic, took cover from rockets, and showed us all what resilience really means. We are 
especially proud that we were able to expand the AWB Impact Grants Program – giving 
over $180,000 to 17 Israeli LGBTQ organizations.  

AWB’s 10th Anniversary Celebration was a great success. We welcome you to watch it. 

THANK YOU to our board, donors, alumni, partners, and participants  
who have helped AWB grow to have international reach.  
You make all this possible. 

B’Shalom

Over 
30,000 views 

of A Wider Bridge 
programs

1 new inclusive 
Jewish Pride Flag

Over 100,000 
views of Tel Aviv 
Pride program

Over 100  
participants in A  

Wider Bridge “Proud 
and” Virtual Rally

250 Beyond the 
Bridge alumni

Facebook posts 
reach more than 
250,000 people

1,500 participants 
from 40 US States 

and more than  
10 countries  

17 new Impact Grants, 
over 50 since program 

inception – helping  
tens of thousands

100 LGBQT  
leaders on  

A Wider Bridge  
Virtual Missions

2021 IMPACT

Inspired by  
our work? 

Please Donate Today. 
Thank you

Alan Schwartz
Chair of the Board

Ethan Felson
Executive Director



Every day, there are people  
who seek to force us into closets – 
because of who we are - our LGBT 
identity, our connection to Israel, or 
our Jewish faith. A Wider Bridge 
builds relationships, educates, 
advocates, and demands that this 
will never happen!”

                             Dr. Dana Beyer

When A Wider Bridge 
advocates for equality in 
Israel and equality for Israel, 
it is translating Tikkun Olam 
from a general slogan into a 
practical call of action.” 

Israeli President Isaac Herzog

Without A Wider Bridge  
there wouldn’t be a safe 
space where people can be 
out, proud, and comfortable 
in supporting Israel.”

                         Jeff Farber

In a world where pro-Israel 
LGBTQ folks are silenced and 
aren’t welcome in many queer 
spaces, it’s crucial to have an 
organization like A Wider  
Bridge that proudly states  
“We Refuse to Choose.” 

                               Liz Schwartz

A Wider Bridge is the 
organization I want to devote 
my time and attention to. This 
is the organization that stands 
for the most important value: 
equality for all.” 

Dr. Anita Friedman 

I am LGBTQ, progressive, and 
pro-Israel, and I came to discover 
that the leading organization 
at the intersection of LGBTQ 
and progressive and pro-Israel 
politics is A Wider Bridge.” 

              U.S. Rep. Ritchie Torres



Impact Grants

A Wider Bridge Impact Grants build 
Equality in Israel by providing vital 
funds to Israeli LGBTQ organizations – 
advancing civil rights, trans inclusion, 
community centers, helplines, health 
care, housing, families, and education.

 The Aguda ‚The Association for 
LGBTQ Equality in Israel

 Aron HaKodesh  
 Bat-Kol
 Communities’ House for Pride  
and Tolerance, Haifa 

 Havruta - Religious Gays
 Hoshen 
 IGY
 Israel Aids Task Force
 Israel Medical Association 
 The Jerusalem Open House  
for Pride and Tolerance

 LGBT Sports Club, Israel
 LGBTech
 Ma’avarim - Israeli  
Trans Community 

 OTOT LGBTQ
 The Pride House of Be’er Sheva  
and the South

 Shoval
 Tehila - Support for parents and 
families of LGBTQ children

 I believe that the 
support that we get 
from A Wider Bridge 
is crucial in continuing 
some of the most 
vulnerable programs 
that are not funded 
anywhere else and 
would not exist where 
it not for A Wider 
Bridge” 

Nurit Shein

 A Wider Bridge’s 
grants give us the 
feeling that we’re 
important and what we 
do is important.. We 
know that we can go 
and change things, so 
thank you for that”

Elisha Alexander

Virtual Missions

2021 wasn’t easy for anyone. To 
thrive, A Wider Bridge had to adapt 
and continue to up our game. Travel 
restrictions didn’t stop A Wider Bridge 
from doing our critical work. Our 
missions to Israel continued because 
we went virtual. We showed Israel to 
100 top influencers, legislators, mayors, 
LGBTQ organization leaders and more.

The opportunity to learn about Israel 
and to hear the challenges and 
concerns that my fellow American 
elected officials face was really 
rewarding for me. I don’t often get a 
chance to connect with other LGBTQ+ 
doing such impactful work.” 
        Mayor James Campbell,  
        City of Belvedere, California

As someone with an interest, but not 
a lot of knowledge, this really helped 
me start forming a deeper perspective. 
The conversations we had are critical to 
learning and sharing ideas to move us 
closer to achieving our goals of equality.”   
                  Rep. Briana Titone, Colorado 



We are Proud And. . .

Last June, A Wider Bridge hosted an online 
rally that allowed members of our community to 
showcase who they are and how they live out 
the values that shape their lives. 

Pride rallies are for everyone, but not all feel 
welcome. Many people are forced to choose 
between identities. 

This virtual rally celebrated our pluralistic 
identities. We are proud and so many other 
great things. 

Why did we create a new flag?

During Pride rallies and marches, we at A Wider Bridge have 
proudly used a rainbow pride flag with a white Star of David. 
The pride flag has evolved to include inclusive colors. We didn’t 
want just to add on those missing colors and the star in a way 
that they could be removed, either practically and symbolically. 
So, we came up with our new inclusive Jewish pride flag. The 
original pride flag, the inclusive colors, and the star each stand 
for inseparable parts of our identities. We cannot allow one to 
be removed just as we won’t be excluded from either the LGBTQ 
community or the Jewish community. 

For A Wider Bridge, our support for Israel is central to our Jewish 
identity and our LGBTQ identity.  We believe that when one part 
of the community is excluded, we are all left weaker and less 
vibrant. Doing so contradicts the very idea of inclusivity. 

We Refuse To Choose. We refuse to prioritize and rank the 
multifaceted components of our identities. Here is our new flag, 
and we invite you to wave it proudly with us. 



A WIDER BRIDGE



In 2021, we’re united under a new flag of Inclusive Jewish Pride. 
We pushed back against those who’ve been trying to define us, 

and we celebrated all of our identities, including our Judaism 
and connection to Israel. We took this powerful message 

“We Refuse To Choose”across the country, into the subways 
of New York, onto the streets of Chicago and San 

Francisco. Across Florida. We took our message to the 
water and into the skies.

We Refuse To Choose

I appreciate the message you are 
sending, that being Queer doesn’t 

mean being an enemy of the Jewish/
Israeli people. I’ve recently found 
myself in extremely uncomfortable 

situations in which I am expected 
to hate Israel just because I’m 

queer. I want you to know 
that you have allies.”

                         Avery

I absolutely love the new 
“We Refuse to Choose” 

flag. I love how the 
flag uses the progress 
colors, I love that it 

integrates pride and 
Judaism in a really 

beautiful and  
seamless way”

Tracey 
Labgold

Through our A Wider Lens 
series, with films, books and 
cooking classes, we showed the 
world the nexus of Jewish Israeli 
and LGBTQ culture. And despite 
us being apart physically, over 
10,000 people joined us for 
virtual pride in Tel Aviv.

Programs1/21

1/27
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2/17

3/11

3/22

4/28
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6/17

7/21

8/19

9/14

10/14

12/1

Scan the  
code to 

buy our Inclusive 
Jewish Pride flag 

and more!



OUR FACEBOOK 
POSTS REACH 
MORE THAN 

250K PEOPLE

Social Media

Total Expenses 
$1,264,653

Total Revenue 
$1,322,506*

REVENUE AND  
EXPENSES

2021

*There is a $57,853 
surplus in a reserve fund 
that will be fully utilized 
in 2022 for additional in-
person missions to Israel 
and $332,500 in grant 
funding to be released from 
restriction in 2022. 

77%
$ 1,023,571

Foundation

Other  
Income

23%
$297,556

.1%
$1,378

Individual

Impact Grants

Financial 
Resource 

Development

Administration

Outreach and 
Engagement

Programming

47%
$593,982

12%
 $152,862

10%
$123,000

14%
$180,200

17%
 $214,609

OUR INSTAGRAM 
POSTS REACH 
MORE THAN  
20K PEOPLE

OVER 10K 
VIEWS OF OUR 
TEL AVIV PRIDE 

PROGRAM.

MORE THAN 
30K WATCHED 

OUR ONLINE 
EVENTS



Scan the QR code  
to watch our 

10th anniversary 
celebration

The History of A Wider Bridge 

Arthur Slepian 
forms A Wider 

Bridge in 
response to 

fatal shooting at 
LGBTQ youth club 

in Tel Aviv

First A Wider 
Bridge Mission to 

Israel

A Wider Bridge 
responds to 

“pinkwashing” 
effort to silence 

pro-Israel LGBTQ 
voices in Seattle

A Wider Bridge 
selected for 

Slingshot Award 
for second year in 

a row

First event 
with Israeli 
Transgender 

leaders

A Wider Bridge 
responds to 

the murder of 
Shira Banki at 

Jerusalem Pride 
March

A Wider Bridge 
program with 

Jerusalem 
Open House 
disrupted at 

Creating Change 
conference 

A Wider Bridge 
staff person with 
Jewish star pride 
flag ejected from 

Chicago Dyke 
March 

First A Wider 
Bridge Impact 

Grants awarded 
to Israeli LGBTQ 

NGOs

A Wider Bridge 
Leadership 

Mission to US 
for Israeli LGBTQ 

leaders

A Wider Bridge 
reaches wide 

audience virtually 
after Covid

changes plans

New Jewish 
Inclusive Pride 
Flag and We 

Refuse to Choose 
campaign

2010  |  2011  |  2012  |  2013  |  2014  |  2015     2016  |  2017  |  2018  |  2019  |  2020  |  2021



Individual  
Support

Gesher Platina ($25K-$49.9K)
Alan Schwartz and Michael Sarid

Gesher Zahav ($10K-$24.9K)
Andrew Austin and Michael Sonberg
Barry Blecher
The Friend Family Foundation
Jeffrey Schoenfeld and Matt Holbein
Jane Weitzman

Gesher Adom ($5K-$9.9K)
Robert A. and Louise Cohen
Barry Finestone
Amy and Mort Friedkin
Lee Jason Goldberg
David Hochberg
Bruce Maxwell
James Rushing
Arthur Slepian and Gerry Llamado 

Gesher Katom ($2.5K-$4.9K)
Dr. Dana Beyer
Ethan Felson and Daniel Schapira
Misha Galperin
Kevin Ivers
David Levine
Darryl Murphy and Ian Cohen
Steve Rudner
Rachel Wahba

Gesher Tzahov ($1K-$2.49K)
Tracy and Dennis Albers
Shlomo Ashkinazy and  
   Michael Gomillion
Robert Bernstein and Bryant Hutson
Zack and Ronit Bodner
James Carlson
Cathy Dobbs Goldstein and  
   Philip Goldstein
Barbara and Jeffrey Farber
Richard Fiedotin
Greg Gorel
Tyler Gregory
Sara Haber
Emeri and Brad Handler
Janet Harris
Jim Heeger and Daryl Messinger
Frederick Hertz
Alex Ingersoll and Martin Tannenbaum
Simon S. Kaminetsky
Michael and Shelly Kassen
Keith Krivitzky
Stuart S. Kurlander

Tracey and Michelle Labgold
Sam and Stephanie Lauter
Arthur Leonard
Ron Lezell
Richard Miller and Roberto Konishi
James and Robbie Moon
Isaac Namdar and  
   Andrew Mitchell-Namdar
Frank November
Anne and Nathan Petrowsky
Elliot Pilshaw
Mark Reisbaum and Michael Case
Scott Reiter
Paul Resnick and Joan M Karlin
Todd Richman
Lee Rosenfield
Deborah and Richard Rudy
Arnold Schoenberg
Andy Schwartz
Elizabeth Schwartz
Scott Seligman
Rabbi Zach Shapiro and  
   Hon. Ron Galperin
Jonathan Sheena
Sami Sheena
Beth Singer
Fred Steiner
Drew Tabatchnick and Ira Baer
Dennis Tibben
Brett Trueman
David Victor
Lewis Warshauer
Justin Weitz
Howard Welinsky
Sharon Wilkes
Tim Wuliger
Diane and Howard Zack 
Les Zendle and Jerry Hanson

Gesher Yarok ($500-$999)
Alisa Brot
Cindy Brown
Rabbi Judy Cohen-Rosenberg
Ann and Ariel Dubin
Gary Edelstone
Michael Ehrenberg
Rabbi Eliezer Havivi
Howard Fuller
Jonathan Funk
Harvey Hanerfeld
Jacob Kamaras
Ryan Karben
Adam Keil
Avner Lapovsky
Ann Lewis
Steve Mazer
Michael Oxman

Hon. Gabriel Quinto
Halie Soifer
Sasha Spielvogel
Evan Wolfson
Efrat Zarren-Zohar

Gesher Kachol ($250-$499)
Norma and Victor Bellino
James Campbell
Alex Carciente
Emanuel Cardenas
Barbara Cymrot
Regina DeAngelis
Lisa Doran
Oren Drori
David Feinberg
Daniel Feiner
Harvey Giller
Jean Gilles
Joshua Hoffman
Maya Horowitz
Jonathan Kamel
Laura Milstein
Marc Oppenheimer
Lillian Pinkus
Rebecca Prozan
Cori Robinson
Joel Schindler
Deborah and Larry Stadtner
Daniel Weisberg and  
   David Klingenberger
David Zucker

Gesher Sagol ($100-$249)
Matthew Adler
Bruce Bakerman
Liza Bendett
Julie Munjack Berger
Helen Bloch
David Bohm
Jan Brandt
Perry Brass
Marla Broude and Bernard Stein
Alexander Brown
Sergio Carrillo
Neal Crasnow
Suzy Drell
Bruce Elder
Nathan Enfield
Marla Figdor
George Frankel
Steven Fried
Jordan Friede
Steven Ganz
Jerilyn Gelt
Inna Feldman-Gerber
Roger Gindi

Alice Ginsburgh
Norman Goldblatt
Scott Goldin
Peter Gordenstein
Jill Gover
Rick Greenthal
Murray and Lisa Horwitz
Carley, Michael and Aiden Howay
Row Iliescu
Matthew Kamins
Jeffrey Katz
Ira Kauderwood
Thomas M. Keane
Kenneth Kenneth
Mona Kolko
Steven Kolodny
BarbaraSue Barnes
Jeremy Lawrence
Ron Lederman
Rosanne Leipzig
Paul Lerner
Stuart Leviton
Rabbi David Levy
Ila Lewis
Lynn Lyss
Hilton Marcus
Andrew Mirer
Noam Neusner
Ben Peerless
Cathy Penso
Faith Quintero
Thomas Raffin
Samuel Rosenberg
Margot Rosenberg
Sue Ann Levin Schiff
Rachel Shapiro
Aliza Shapiro
Bruce Shenitz
David Sieradzki
Michael Sonduck
Susie Sorkin
Arnold Spinka
James Steindecker
Marilyn Steinmetz
James Sutherland
Neil Tuch
Michael Vaughn
Avi Weinryb
Lawrence Wexler
Trudi White
Marilyn Wind
Joel Wind
Nina Wouk
David Yalen
Rabbi Barbara Zacky
Phil Schmidt and Jan Zlotnik
Avner Even-Zohar

Gesher Varod ($50-$99)
Dean Abelon
Dee Baum
Stephen Bayer
John Belzer
Hen Benderson
Rochelle Berliner
Marilyn Breslau
Kirsten Cervati
Edwin Farber
Victoria Felson
Douglas and Jodie Fowler
Dana Friedman
George Gastil
Garrett Glaser
Rabbi Steve Gutow
Howard Hahn
L.C. Hansen
Pam Harrington
Laurie Hasencamp
Jerry Hyman
Marvin Kabakoff
Yonah Karp
Kaci Korkis
Michael Krawitz
Harriet Levine
Ernie Lunsford
Harry Lutrin
Robbie Martin
Robin Maxwell
David McCarthy
Jeffrey Mendelsohn
Bruce Moskovitz
Steve North
Lisa Pearlman
Yitz Preis
James Price
Lana Rapoport
Rachel Rausch
Ceci Recalde
Robert Reicher
Michael Romberg
Jordan Ronson
Helen Ross
Stephen Rutsky
Karen Schiller
Dr. Geller-Schwartz
Melissa Sklarz
Mark Sloane
Susan Solomon
Rabbi Scott Sperling
John Stiles
Hal Tarr
Melissa Vito
Dan Weisberg
Paul Zarefsky

OUR 
DONORS

Institutional 
Support

$100,000+ 
Anonymous (NYC Area)
Koret Foundation 
Charles and Lynn Schusterman  
   Family Philanthropies 
One8 Foundation
Paul E. Singer Foundation 

$50,000 – $99,999 
Anonymous (Bay Area)
Anonymous (NYC Area) 
Jewish Federations of North America
Klarman Family Foundation 
Koret Foundation
Morningstar Fund 
Senser Family Foundation 

$25,000 – $49,999 
Margaret and Daniel Loeb  
   Family Foundation 

$10,000 - $24,999 
Chaiken Family Foundation 
Jewish Federation of Broward County 
The Lisa and Michael Leffell Foundation 
Libitzky Family Foundation 

Under $10,000 
Greater Miami Jewish Federation



Board
Alan Schwartz  
Chair 
Andy Austin  
Vice Chair 
Ann Dubin  
Vice Chair 
James Moon  
Vice Chair 
Cindy Brown 
Secretary 
James Rushing  
Treasurer 
Bruce Maxwell 
Past Chair 
Dr. Dana Beyer 
Andrea Beth Damsky
Hon. Daniel Hernandez
Sam Lauter
Ron Lezell
Frank November
Hon. Gabriel Quinto
Rabbi Gil Steinlauf
Sharon Wilkes
 

Professional Team
Ethan Felson 
Executive Director
Leora Cohen-Rosenberg 
Director of Operations
Yael Dinur 
Director of Communications
Jason Daniel Fair 
Alumni Specialist 
Efrat Frank 
Israel Communities Manager
Keith Krivitzky 
Fundraising Consultant  
Lee Rosenfield 
Fundraising Consultant  
Shlomo Schwartz  
Director of Programs
Nate Shalev  
Strategy Specialist 
Ian Sugar  
Mobilizations Specialist 

1441 Broadway, Suite 6149 
New York, NY 10018

info@awiderbridge.org
(866) 288-5774

www.awiderbridge.org

A WIDER BRIDGE

Inspired by  
our work? 

Please Donate 
Today. 

Thank you


